MINUTES OF COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
DECEMBER 20, 2006


The Batesville City Council met in special session on December 20, at 5:00 PM at the Municipal Building.  Mayor Joe Biard presided over the meeting.  Councilmember Smart gave the invocation.  Upon roll call the following Councilmembers answered present:  R.L. Carpenter, Fred Krug, Doug Matthews, Dana Mynatt, David Shetron, Stephen Smart and Paula Terrell.  The City Clerk was also present.  Councilmember Jerry Pectol and City Attorney Scott Stalker were absent.

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS


Mr. Chip Rayford with White River Insurance addressed the council and asked them to re-examine the health insurance quotes.  Mayor Biard told Mr. Rayford that the council will be considering the health insurance later on in the agenda.

ROUTINE BUSINESS


None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
  ***DISCUSSION ON TRAFFIC SIGNALS


Mayor Biard asked Marty Thompson and Johnny Coles to addresses the council regarding maintenance on the traffic lights.  They informed the council since the fire department no longer has a boom truck, they have no way to change the bulbs or do maintenance on the traffic lights.  Suddenlink Communications has help some but they are not dependable.  Mr. Coles said a used boom truck with a 55 foot lift would cost about $6,000.00.  The council asked Mr. Thompson and Mr. Coles to get them some figures on a vehicle that would work for their needs.

  ***DISCUSSION OF INSURANCE


Councilmember Krug said in an attempt to save the City $100,000 in insurance premiums, they needed to address the issue of offering insurance to the City Council and City Attorney.  Mr. Krug made a motion to exclude the Council and City Attorney from the City’s health insurance and Councilmember Shetron seconded.  The roll call count was 3 for (Shetron, Krug and Matthews) and 4 against (Smart, Terrell, Carpenter and Mynatt).  The motion failed.  

The discussion continued on health insurance.  After looking at the bids from several different agencies, Councilmember Smart moved to accept the bid from United Health Care and use White River Insurance as the agent.  Councilmember Mynatt seconded and the roll call count was 7 for and 0 against.  
  ***DISCUSSION OF BUDGET


The Council discussed different means of City Employees contributing to the dependant coverage for health insurance and a 3% cost of living raise in 2007.  After a discussion, Councilmember Matthews moved to give all city employees with the exception of the Mayor, City Attorney and City Clerk, a 3% cost of living raise for 2007 and the City to continue to pay 100% of the employee and dependant health insurance premiums.  Councilmember Carpenter seconded and the roll call count was 6 for and 1 (Terrell) against.  The council decided that another budget meeting was needed before adopting the 2007 budget.

NEW BUSINESS


None

COMMENTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS


None

COMMENTS FROM COUNCILMEMBERS


None

COMMENTS FROM MAYOR  


None


There being no further business, Councilmember Carpenter moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Councilmember Mynatt seconded and all voted for.








JOE M. BIARD, MAYOR  

DENISE M. JOHNSTON, CITY CLERK

